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The City of Cleveland has always done, and will continue to do, our best to assure that our residents have 

clean, safe water to drink and use.  All standards required by the MN Safe Drinking Water Act are 

consistently met.  The city routinely conducts water analysis testing to monitor the quality of city water and 

to make certain that this remains the case.  Our annual report, showing the levels of all substances tested 

for, can be found on the city web site. www.clevelandmn.govoffice2.com    

 

In the most recent communication with the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) the City was advised 

FOR THE FIRST TIME that, upon recommendation of the US Environmental Protection Agency, MDH 

is now testing for manganese, which is (as yet) an unregulated drinking water contaminant.  Cleveland 

received the information that on February 24, 2021 tests showed that Cleveland’s water, at the wells, has 

levels of manganese that are greater than MDH recommended health guidance values.  

 

Specifically, although unregulated, these guidelines call for a safe level of manganese in your drinking 

water: 

 

 1)  Of no more than 100 ppb if you have an Infant younger than one year and your  

                  Infant drinks tap water or formula is made from tap water; 

 2)  Of no more than 300 ppb if the Infant never drinks tap water or formula made with 

       tap water; 

 3)  No more than 300 ppb for all persons more than one year old. 

 

The average untreated levels in Cleveland’s wells are:  Well 3: 549 ppb; Well 4: 639 ppb 

 

Upon learning, again for first time, that the level of manganese in Cleveland’s water does not meet the 

health-based values, City staff has been working with MDH to learn more about the issue and what steps 

could be taken to reduce manganese levels.   

 

City Staff and MDH have begun to develop both short and long-term plans to address manganese levels, 

even though at this point MDH is not requiring any change in water treatment or control measures. 

 

An important first step was information gathering.  The city wanted to ascertain, through our own testing, 

what individual/home control measures are most effective.  We wanted facts and information first as we 

know that there can be a significant difference between manganese levels at the well head and manganese 

levels in the water that comes out of your faucet, especially if you have a water softener and/or a filtering 

system. City staff will continue to randomly test various water supply locations throughout the city. Testing 

of the water supply takes time in the lab and can sometimes take several weeks to get results back. Results 

of manganese testing in our community will be available on our website upon their receipt. 

 

See reverse side for additional information 

http://www.clevelandmn.govoffice2.com/


 

 

In the short-term solutions appear to be: 

  

 1)  To use purified bottled water for drinking, especially if you have an infant or young children. 

 2)  Make certain that your water softener is, and remains, in good working order. 

3)  Filter your drinking water with a water filter pitcher or a filtering unit attached to a faucet, 

      provided the filter is designed to remove manganese. 

4)  Work with specialized firms to install a home filtration system if you do not already have one. 

 

Over the longer term – and it must be longer term – we have asked our city engineering firm to give us cost 

estimates for the construction of a water treatment plant to reduce the level of manganese in the drinking 

water.  At the same time, we are exploring possible sources of financing, including state and federal grants 

to meet at least some of the costs.  If the State declares manganese to be a primary contaminant that must 

be controlled, Public Facilities Authority (PFA) grant money will most likely be available.  If manganese 

remains a secondary, uncontrolled contaminant, grant money is harder to obtain.  

 

Manganese in the water supply is not new.  It has been with us for an exceptionally long time as it occurs 

naturally in rocks and soil and is usually present in Minnesota’s ground and surface waters.  In other words 

– this is not a recent change in water (although it is just now being recognized as a potential problem) and it 

is not just in Cleveland.  This affects much of the Minnesota water supply including that of our surrounding 

communities. 

 

Why are cities being notified now?  Health studies take years and health-based values for manganese were 

only published by MDH in late 2018.  MDH is only JUST NOW beginning to sample for manganese and 

notifying affected cities of the issue and their guidelines recommending, but not requiring, a plan be 

developed to address manganese levels.  Cleveland however has chosen to be proactive and to develop a 

plan to address manganese. 

 

MDH fact sheets and links to other information can be found on our web page in a special section marked 

“Water Quality”.  We will keep our residents up to date with results of our regular sampling and other 

information as it becomes available.  The city may host a city resident informational meeting in City Hall, 

as soon as COVID restrictions allow the physical presence of an MDH representative that can answer your 

technical questions.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Cleveland City Council and Staff 


